useful sections on adverse reactions in dental practice and drugs used in pregnancy, the neonate and lactation. The discussion of the problems which arise in developing and marketing a new drug, and of the development of drug monitoring and regulation systems in various countries, will prove enlightening to many readers.
The second part of the book lists firstly, the more important reactions caused by commonly used drugs, arranged in the order in which they occur in the British National Formulary; secondly a list of symptoms, with the drugs that may cause them; thirdly tables of drug interactions; and fourthly a list of drugs, with the problems they may cause in pregnancy. References are given for each section, and the book is competently indexed.
So wide is the field covered by this subject that the compendious volume becomes'of most use to the specialist. This short volume which has gained so-much in content and presentation since the last edition, reviews the subject so skilfully that it will be immensely useful to all nonspecialists who prescribe, whether they work in'hospital or in general practice.
MICHAEL LINNETT General Practitioner, London SWI Member of the Medicines Commission
Gastrointestinal Disordersa Pathophysiologic Approach by Norton J Greenberger MD and Daniel H Winship MD ppx+363 illustrated £12.70 Chicago: Year Book Medical 1976 London: Lloyd-Luke The authors declare in the preface that this book has grown from 'hundreds of slides of original data, tables, line diagrams and printed handouts for students and house officers'. The book is indeed very much a digest of modern gastroenterology, concentrating on those topics that lend themselves best to pathophysiological discussion. The style is compact and tables and diagrams of symptoms and mechanisms abound while most of the illustrations come from original articles. This means that the reader is put in touch with published data and if some of the figures are complex he can choose to go back to the reference and follow the idea through. This is excellent and makes the volume well worthwhile for anyone wanting an introduction to gastroenterology. In addition to these review sections there are clinical descriptions of the usual diseases though these are somewhat brief and a lot appears in tabular form. Illustrative case histories are dotted about but I never feel sure of the value of these. What is certain is that a remarkable amount is crammed in, for the book encompasses the liver and pancreas as well as the gastrointestinal tract.
However, such an approach has the disadvantage of not being comprehensive and there are some omissions that need correction in the next edition. Remarkably there is no mention Qf folic acid in the text and it crops up in one table only, there is nothing about immunology of the intestine and breath tests are not mentioned. Having said this one must be grateful to the authors for synthesizing such a valuable exercise. I am sure their labours will be rewarded by a grateful generation of budding gastroenterologists.
BRIAN CREAMER

Consultant Physician, St Thomas's Hospital
All our Children by Jack Tizard, Peter Moss and Jane Perry pp 252 £2.25 (paper) £5 (cased) London: Temple Smith 1976 Subtitled 'pre-school services in a changing society', the first six chapters provide a useful overview of these services as well as the status of married women. Then the authors argue for a vast increase in pre-school provision, required because the number of working mothers has greatly increased in recent years; also, in their view, an even greater proportion of women would wish to work if full-time day care were more readily available. Neither reason seems wholly valid.
This increase has largely been due to more mothers working part-time (now 20% of those with under-fives), while only 51 % are in full-time jobs. It is impossible to judge the true demand for work outside the home until mothers receive adequate recognition for the important job of child rearing, and are granted financial independence during the period devoted to family responsibilities, and have available adequate training or retraining facilities once they wish to return to outside employment.
Despite its title, the book considers pre-school services primarily from the mother's viewpoint. Hence it fails to distinguish sufficiently between the four different needs which pre-school facilities should meet: first, to complement and, second, to supplement the loving care and intellectual stimulation provided by the 'good home'; third, when parental care is inadequate, to compensate the child for what is lacking; and fourth, to provide substitute care for the major part of the day when neither parent is available. The quantity, and even more important, the quality of preschool education and care, are inextricably bound up with the priority which society accords to the needs and rights of children and parents respectively. The authors are firmly on the side of the parents.
MIAKELLMER PRINGLE
Director, National Children's Bureau
